& yomimaru
~[EHD

nothing but / only

Romaji: bakari

~[EH D means “nothing but” — one thing crowds out everything else, usually with a hint of disapproval.
BEFIINDEANTWVS is “He does nothing but eat sweets.” Attach it to a noun, or use ~TIEHND L3 for a
repeated action. The contrast with 7217 is worth learning early: 721+ counts (“only two”), while £ D
complains (“always this, never anything else”).

#83Z CONSTRUCTION
Noun + (D
JIVHIEMDEFEATWS, — He reads nothing but comics.

Verb (T-form) + D W35 — a repeated action
BIFETIEND WS, — My brother does nothing but sleep.
Quantity + [EH5D = “about” (no criticism)

—BEIENDbFEE UL, — | waited for about an hour.

A different pattern: plain past + 5D = “just did”
S, BWeldh D TF, — I've only just arrived.

I3 EXAMPLES

o BESE N
B @FT—LEMDLTWS,

My little brother does nothing but play games.

e LA W . ToR .
NEAZEE>TIEDND WEWT, FEoTLEE L,

Instead of just complaining, give me a hand.

e W5UhA %
—REEDDFEI U

| waited for about an hour.

iEER NUANCES

» (M D usually carries mild criticism. BFEIEN D BRXTW3 sounds like a complaint even though the diet is healthy
— for a neutral “only”, use 7Z17.

» For repeated actions the T-form version is the standard one: #ATIEND W3, XAZSE>TEND W3,

» After a number, (DD loses its edge entirely and simply means “about”, doing the same job as <5\ ZHIEH
D, +AEHD.

» Watch the form in front of it. BRTIEH D is “does nothing but eat”; BR7zIEH D is “has just eaten”. One T, one
fc, two unrelated meanings.

Y>THES YOUR TURN

Grumble about three people — or about yourself — doing one thing to excess, using ~lEM D and ~TEHH
WLW3. Then use [Eh'D with a number to say roughly how long something took.

Yomimaru - yomimaru.app/library/grammar/bakari — free printable grammar card



