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just when / no sooner than

Romaji: ka to omou to

~MEEBS & means “no sooner had A happened than B” — two events piling onto each other faster than
you expected. JIWehERBS E. H3E>TUW e is “No sooner had she started crying than she was
laughing again.” Attach it to the plain past. The second half has to be something that already happened
and caught you off guard. That is what rules out plans, requests and commands after it.

#83 CONSTRUCTION
Verb (plain past) + D&RBS5 &
FBICEWEMNERS &, I<IKIZE EN>Tcs — He'd barely sat down before he was up again.

Variants: ~h&BZXIE - ~HheEBoS5
ENfchEBo7es, £EDH UK, — Just when it cleared up, it started raining again.
Often paired with 5 or 9 <I< in the second clause

BEICiofehEeERBSE. BSEBE>TWE, — He was asleep almost the moment he lay down.

I3 EXAMPLES

o j_?dli_ EFS%_ ~12'5
MWEhEBSE, H5E->TW,

No sooner had she started crying than she was laughing again.

e =3 BH X9 72
BhfchEB-ieb, £BEOH U,

Just when it cleared up, it started raining again.

O : B85 _ _ht
BICBRSTehERS & BIER-T W

He was asleep almost the moment he lay down.

SR NUANCES

» The second clause must be a completed, surprising fact. xlF>feh &R S5 &, BEL TS is impossible — no
requests, no plans, no intentions.

» The subject is normally someone or something other than you, because your own actions rarely surprise you. x
FASE > e EB S &35 f reads strangely.

» ~h&B o725 is the everyday spoken variant with the same meaning and less formality; ~h & B X (£ often adds
a note of “and yet”".

» Its natural habitat is weather, moods, small children and anything else that changes faster than you can follow.

Y>TH#E&S YOUR TURN

Describe a day of unpredictable weather and a friend in an unpredictable mood, using ~M& B 5 & twice.
Keep both second clauses in the past — that is the rule this pattern lives by.
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