Q’gomimaru
~Hh6 LWL

might / maybe

Romaji: kamo shirenai

~HhH6 LN (kamo shirenai) means "might" or "maybe" — it marks a statement as a possibility the
speaker is not sure about. It attaches directly to plain forms: dictionary, 7z, and %L\ forms of verbs and
L\-adjectives, and bare nouns or 7k-adjective stems without 72 (fIHD6 LR W, not xfEEHH L), The
polite version is & UL EE A, and in casual speech it shortens to just 6.

#83X CONSTRUCTION
Verb / \WW-adjective (plain form) + % L&y
FIFTWHEDZHE LRV, — It might rain this afternoon.

Noun / 7&-adjective (no &) + & LhEWL
HDANFFTENS LNV, — That person might be a teacher.

Polite: ~h6 U FEA
BPLENZIMHUNFEEA, — | may be a little late.

Casual: ~n%
BAH EEMNH, — Tomorrow might not work.

I3 EXAMPLES

© i BLE B pE &
SEHOSHBDOHITENES MDD LN,

It might snow from tonight until tomorrow morning.

(2 RIS O
BRIFEDOHRICTENTCOME LN,

| might have left my keys in the car.

© 50EESHIRLSEE->TVEAE LIAL,

That shop might already be closed for the day.

ESH NUANCES

» In conversation it clips to M™%, often with a final particle: {TiF&WHH 1, HH K.

» On the certainty scale, ™% L1172\ sits low ("possibly, 50-50 or less"). 7225 /TU & 5 is a confident guess, and
ICEHVR Y is near-certainty.

» Adding 5UMNULTcS or O & o & UTc b at the start of the sentence flags early on that a guess is coming: H LA UL
ESEICELEVIE LR,

» Do not insert 72 after nouns or 7x-adjectives: EhMH LW, EENE LIEW — never xEEDENE LR,

Y>TH&ES YOUR TURN

Make three guesses about tomorrow — the weather, a friend’s plans, and something about your own day —
using 6 LTz, and rewrite one of them with casual 6.
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