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~h5

because / since

Romaji: kara

~M5 means “because” or “since” — it marks the clause in front of it as the reason for what follows. A
EoTWBh 5, TEXHA is “It's raining, so I'm not going.” Attach it to the end of a clause in plain or
polite form; nouns and 7%x-adjectives take 72H 5. Note that »'5 is also the particle “from” (RRERHh 5, 3EH
5) — which one you are looking at depends on whether a whole clause or a bare noun sits in front of it.

#8832 CONSTRUCTION

Verb / W-adjective (plain or polite) + 5
Ehiehs, BE<EFYI, — I'mtired, so I'll go to bed early.

Noun / Zi-adjective + EH'5 (plain) < TIH S (polite)
HEREH S, [EIdRk&#TI, — It's Sunday, so the shop is closed.

Reason as an afterthought: result first, then ~H5,

H3/OEI, AH. BLWTI N5, — I'm heading home. I've got an early start tomorrow.

A different »5: Noun + »'5 = “from”

ERDhSEHEWNWTHATY, — It's ten minutes on foot from the station.

I3 EXAMPLES

o 5@ . 3 - i; 5 T
MHAE->TWBE LS, SHIFEMMFFRE A
It’s raining, so I'm not going out today.

Bl n

O Zhotms, ToBEVNE L,

It was cheap, so | bought two.

e E5&58% EAZS5 L
HEHH, S, RITEEAE > TLET,

It’s Sunday, so the bank is closed.

JEBR NUANCES
» M5 presents the reason as YOUR judgement, so it can sound pushy in an excuse. AN BEVWNSFRULET
reads as “I've decided”; M T softens the same sentence into something a manager will simply accept.

» In ordinary polite speech the reason clause usually stays plain and only the main clause is polite: Ehfch 5. B
{EXT. Stacking TIN5/ FIHN5 is correct but heavy, and belongs to formal announcements.

» M5 sits comfortably in front of a request or a command — fB7&WN 5, 57T, That is the one job O T
cannot do casually.

» Ending a sentence on i'5 (fTEXH Ao, WD 5,) is conversational and slightly defensive. Used often it starts to
sound like you are arguing with someone.

P>T#H&ES YOUR TURN

Think of one thing you did yesterday and the reason you did it. Say it twice — once with »*5, once with T
— and notice which version you would actually use talking to your boss.
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