K yomimaru
~hTYT

explanatory (A1 / D)

Romaji: n desu

~AhTY (n-desu) adds an explanatory tone to a sentence — it presents the statement as background, a
reason, or the explanation behind something the listener can see. It is the spoken contraction of ~®D 9
(plain forms ~MD 72 / ~A 1), attached to plain-form verbs and \\-adjectives, while nouns and %x-adjectives
take %A TY. Speakers use it to explain themselves ("the thing is---"), and in questions ~A, T3 H* asks the
listener for an explanation of something noticed.

#83 CONSTRUCTION
Verb / W-adjective (plain form) + ATTY
EMNEUWATY, — The thing is, | have a headache.

Noun / %z-adjective + HATY
RISEFERATYT, — (You see,) he’s an exchange student.
Question: plain form + AT3H
ESUVTIWTWBATY D, — Why are you crying?
Casual ~A 1 / written ~DfE - ~DTY

BHH. RELH B AT, — I've got an exam tomorrow, you see.

I3 EXAMPLES

O s15th. BroLBickotATT,

Sorry — the thing is, | got a little lost.

z his) 5&57
O o5 czABICAREN LFBRATT A

How come your Japanese is so good?

e U2 50D BHEH 3
ElF. EADSKRICETATI,

Actually, ’'m moving to Osaka next month.

iEER NUANCES
» AT is not polite decoration. Using it with nothing to explain — FAl&2? X U 1 AR AT as a cold self-
introduction — sounds like you are justifying yourself.

» In questions, ~ATY H signals "l noticed something; tell me the story": £5 ULfc ATI H to a friend with a
bandage. A bare ~F& 9 question is neutral.

» Register ladder: ~® 9 (formal writing) - ~ATY (polite speech) — ~A7Z (casual). In soft casual speech the
sentence can end in just @: £5 L7D?

» After nouns and 7%k-adjectives you need & ZHERATY, EFIRATYT — never xFHEATY.

Y>TH&ES YOUR TURN

Imagine you arrive twenty minutes late to meet a friend. Apologize and explain what happened using ~A T
9, then ask them a question with ~A T3 H.
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