g’ yomimaru JLPT N4

~H5
while (doing both)

Romaji: nagara

~72H'5 (nagara) means "while doing" — it links two actions performed at the same time by the same
person. It attaches to the verb stem (the £ 9-form minus %79), and the Z&h'5-marked action is the
secondary, background one: the main action comes last in the sentence. So EXZEERH SHET S
means "study while listening to music", with studying as the main activity.

#3Z CONSTRUCTION

Verb stem (F9-form minus £9) + &H5

BEREEERHISED. — | run while listening to music.
[secondary action]Z%?’5 + [main action]

TLEZRRBHNS SBRERANfc. — | ate dinner while watching TV.
Set phrases: BRE2%&H5 / KiLGHS ("though it is---")

BRlah s, SEIFTIFERA. — Unfortunately, | can’t go this time.

I3 EXAMPLES
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| read the news while drinking coffee.

3 =40

9 BESE %}3 %hr: . o 3 _
B IERZFVWEHESBERICADTWS,
My little brother is singing while taking a bath.
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My mom made dinner while talking on the phone.

ESm NUANCES

» Both actions must share one subject. For two different people acting at the same time, use ~& \W/Z(IC) instead:
DRHELTWRHWEIR, HIFRRU .

» Order carries meaning: the final verb is the main action, the &H'5 clause is background. Swapping them flips
the emphasis.

» In formal writing, ~22 expresses the same simultaneity (3%Z 2D% % %), and ~&H'5 % is a concessive "even
though" (BEWED'5 HE U WEHR).

» 12HY5 attaches to the stem, not the T-form: BR&H M S, never xBRATERNS.

Y>TH#E&S YOUR TURN

Write three sentences about your daily routine where you do two things at once — for example drinking
coffee while checking your phone, or listening to a podcast while cooking.
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