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looks like / seems (appearance)

Romaji: sou da

~% 52 attached to a verb stem or adjective stem means "looks like," "seems," or "about to" — a
judgement based on what the speaker can see or sense right now. The attachment point is what
disambiguates it: appearance % 572 follows the stem, so A D % 572 means "it looks like it's about to
rain," and WL %5 means "looks delicious." If 5 7£ instead follows a complete plain form (WH'\f&3 %>
7Z, "l heard it will rain"), you are reading the hearsay meaning.

&3 CONSTRUCTION

Verb (masu-stem) + #5172

SICHMMIED Z57, — It looks like it's about to rain any minute.

\Lv-adjective (drop W) + 57
ZDT—FEFHEWVWLZES, — This cake looks delicious.

x-adjective (stem) + #5171

H&ZIFTRZ S5, — She seems well.

BW — &&%5 (irregular)
ZORIFELETZES%, — This book looks good.

fIZ EXAMPLES
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The sky is dark — it looks like it’s about to rain any minute.
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That cake on the table looks really delicious, doesn’t it?

e ThE e~ EhE W
KENEESEFSEMIE, BEHRICITI S,

The weather looks good, so let’s go for a walk.

JEER NUANCES
» Two stems are irregular: B\ — K& %5 and &\ — 7@ &% 5. Saying 8WLWL WLWZ 572 with the L kept does not
mean "looks tasty" — it reads as hearsay, "l hear it is tasty."

» The negative has its own forms: D Z 5 7%\ / D Z 5 IC4\W "shows no sign of raining." Compare hearsay [&
572WZ 57 "l heard it won't rain" — completely different meaning.

» Appearance % 3572 conjugates like a 7x-adjective: 57 before nouns (LWL %574 —F "a delicious-looking

cake") and Z3Ic as an adverb (BLZ3IC5%S "smile happily").

» It expresses impressions and predictions, not resemblance to a noun — for "looks like a cat," use D & 572 or
WAz, never HES .

Y>T#H&ES YOUR TURN

Look around you and describe two things with stem + %572 — one about how something looks (WL %3,
=% 5) and one about something on the verge of happening (5% 3).
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