K yomimaru
~THITFS

do for someone (favour)

Romaji: te ageru

~7T&%IF% means doing something FOR someone as a favour, with the benefit flowing outward from you
to them. IKICAZFHEA THIFE U is “I read my little sister a book.” Attach #1F% to the T-form. It belongs
to a three-verb family — 3 (¥% gives outward, < 1% gives inward toward you, and ¥ 55 receives — and
Japanese requires one of them whenever an action is a kindness rather than a bare event. The catch is
that ~T#I|F% can sound self-congratulatory, so it is used less freely than English “for you”.

&3 CONSTRUCTION

Verb (T-form) + &3
RIZEBICEEZZ®>THIFzs — | sent my friend the photos.

The person helped takes Ic
FlicisREZFATHIFET, — | read the children a picture book.

Toward someone senior, swap to a humble verb instead of ~T&2UL®IF3

SEICERERED UE U, — | sent the documents to my teacher.

Offering: ~THIF&LSD / ~THITFELELSD
FEo>THIFLSh. — Shall | give you a hand?

fIZ EXAMPLES

wb>& RBh &

K lcARZFRATHITE U

| read my little sister a book.

eae . ZE 53 N .
RIEBICEREFTOMKZZEWNTHIT =,

| drew my friend a map to the station.

ewa FhE 2 W .
RZEBSICENTIT>THBIF XD,

I'll take the dog for a walk.

JEER NUANCES
» Saying it to the person you are helping can sound like you want credit. ¥z > T&%IF£ 9 is well-meant but
lands as “I shall carry that for you™; #5 £ U & 55" is what a considerate speaker says.

» ~TZULHBIFS looks like the polite version and is a trap: it draws attention to your own generosity toward
someone senior. Use humble forms instead — &FELE T, TEALET.

» The direction is fixed. An action done for YOU can never be ~T#&%(f% — that is ~T< 1%, and mixing them up
is one of the most noticeable learner errors.

» For animals, plants and children the pattern is completely natural and carries no awkwardness: K%z 8 ICENT
ToTHIFT.

Y>T#H&ES YOUR TURN

Describe three kind things you did for other people this week with ~T#|f% U7c. Then rewrite one of them
as an offer to the person’s face — and notice why ~% U & 5/ sounds better than ~THIFEL & 5hH.
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