K yomimaru
~TW5

ongoing action / state

Romaiji: te iru

~7TW53 (te-iru) describes either an action in progress ("is doing") or a state that resulted from a past
action ("is married", "the door is open"). It is formed with a verb’s T-form plus L%, and covers both the
English "-ing" progressive and many "is/has" state descriptions. Which reading you get depends on the
verb: duration verbs like X% or 5% give the progressive sense, while change-of-state verbs like #51§9
% or < describe the state after the change.

&3 CONSTRUCTION

Verb (T-form) + W3
AZHFHATWS, — I'm reading a book.

Verb (T-form) + WE T (polite)
5. MABE>TWEY, — It's raining right now.

Change-of-state verb (T-form) + W% — resulting state

fiEHEIE LT W%, — My older sister is married.

Verb (T-form) + Wi\ (negative: "hasn’t / isn’t")

FLEBZHRZBNNTWEL, — | haven't eaten lunch yet.

fIZ EXAMPLES

o nws5& ﬁ :.:t:\ » a;:’:\'?és =
%135, BETEEZERAWVTWVS,
My little sister is listening to music in her room right now.

FhZS BE5

e 55 £5Fs5 5
RiF9I> &R ROPITTHE VTS,

My father has been working at a bank in Tokyo this whole time.

© Shoce, FHORTABNTLS,

| suddenly notice the front door is standing open.

JEER NUANCES
» In casual speech the L\ drops: FTATW2 — A TS, BRATWET > BANTET. Keep the full form in essays and
formal writing.

» With instantaneous change-of-state verbs (%9 %, 13, 3£, F<), ~TW3 is the current state, not an
ongoing action: £1oTW3 ="l know", not "l am getting to know".

» ~7TWL3 also covers habits and routines: E#FE >T\W\% can mean "l run every morning", much like English "I've
been running every morning".

» For "haven’t done it yet", use £/ZE~TWRL. £ ULAEM >/ is a classic learner mistake — the plain past negative
implies the chance has already passed.

Y>T#H&ES YOUR TURN

Describe what three people around you (real or imagined) are doing right now, then add one thing you still
haven't done today using E7Z~TULV&RL,

Yomimaru - yomimaru.app/library/grammar/te-iru — free printable grammar card



