K yomimaru
~Th s

after doing

Romaji: te kara

~TH 5 means “after doing” — it orders two actions and insists the second one waits until the first is
finished. FZE>THESBANET is “I'll eat after washing my hands.” Attach 55 to the T-form of the first
verb; only the final verb in the sentence carries tense. It has a second job too: with a stretch of time it
means “since”, as in ARICKRTHSZFEICKRD T (“it's been three years since | came to Japan”).

#3 CONSTRUCTION

Verb (T-form) + 5
BEZLTHNS, #FEI, — Il play after I've done my homework.

Only the LAST verb carries tense

BECBRZBNTHMS, MEZRFX U, — After eating dinner, | watched a film.

~ThHh 5 + elapsed time = “since”

BELTHSTERE X U, — Ten years have passed since we got married.

HIZ EXAMPLES

0 T 55 - - YV . -
FEFE->THSE, CRZBRNELU &£ S
Let’s eat after we wash our hands.

Thbh

O FEnfkbotho. BELET,

I'll call you after work finishes.

(3) KBEA & Shhh
BAECKTHS, ZFIBDET,

It's been three years since | came to Japan.

S/ NUANCES

» ~ThH5 insists on the order; a plain T-form only lists. %% >7T. BIZERZBNEX T simply reports two actions,
while EBZ > TH SEHSERZRBANE I says the washing has to come first.

» Tense lives on the final verb alone. xBXNZE U7 TH 5 does not exist — the T-form stays untensed and the
sentence ends ~F U fc.

» One ~TH 5 per sentence is plenty. Chain three and the sentence reads like assembly instructions; use plain
T-forms for the ordinary steps and save ~T#H 5 for the boundary that matters.

» The D5 here is the “from” particle, not the “because” one — you are marking the point in time the next action
starts from.

P>TH&ES YOUR TURN

Describe your morning in three steps, using one ~ThHh'5 for the step that genuinely has to come first. Then
say how long it has been since you started studying Japanese, using ~TH 5 with a length of time.

Yomimaru - yomimaru.app/library/grammar/te-kara — free printable grammar card



