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~TL%

come to / start to (toward speaker)

Romaji: te kuru

~7T< % attaches to a verb’s T-form and literally means to do something and come — motion toward the
speaker, as in J&>T< % "come back (here)" or £->7< % "bring." Just as important are its aspectual
senses: a change emerging up to now (HAZEM 2D > TEf "I've started to understand Japanese," I8 X T=
fc "has been increasing") and an action continuing from the past up to the present (+EBEWT E 2 "have
worked for ten years"). It also marks onset in the speaker’s here-and-now: WAk > TE 7z "it started to
rain."

#3Z CONSTRUCTION
Verb T-form + <% (motion toward speaker)
RMERMSEHWTEF, — Dad walked here from the station.

Verb T-form + <% (do and come back)
E&2&E/NVYZEE>TL%, —I'll go buy some bread (and come back).

Verb T-form + Z7:z (change emerging)

BAZEN DM >TET, — I've started to understand Japanese.

Verb T-form + Z7: (continuing up to now)

TEF DB TEWTE o — | have worked in this town for ten years.

fI3Z EXAMPLES

(1 EJ:Dc‘ZZI‘JE\ZtC?%DT<51Qo

I’'m just popping to the convenience store — back in a bit.

O i we BL
REBANCH>BICES>TL B &L,

A big dog is running this way!

© LARAEBE->TBEHTT .

It's the season when it gradually starts getting colder, isn’t it?

JEER NUANCES
» Its mirror image is ~TW<: T< % moves toward the speaker or up to the present (X TZ 7 "has been
increasing"), while TW< moves away or onward into the future (##xTW< "will keep increasing").

» In the "do and come back" sense the return is built in — B >T< % promises you will be back, which is exactly
what 7> TZ %9 means when leaving the house.

» With weather and bodily sensations, T< % marks onset: fA'F& > T Z fz "it started raining," 8EMNEVWTE 7 "I'm
getting hungry."

» As an auxiliary it is normally written in kana (J& 2 T< % rather than )& > T3k %), especially in the aspectual
senses.

Y>TH&ES YOUR TURN

Write one sentence with T< % for physical motion (someone or something coming toward you) and one for
a change you have noticed building up lately.
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