¥ yomimaru
~TRWIEEA

must not / may not

Romaji: te wa ikemasen

~TIEWF £t A means “must not” — it refuses permission. Attach it to the T-form: & Z TEEZiR> TldW
ITEEA is “You must not take photographs here.” It is the exact negative of ~THWWTT (“you may”),
and it speaks with authority. That puts it on signs, in school rules and in what parents and teachers say,
rather than in a request aimed at a friend or a superior. In speech it contracts to ~5 v WIF%WL (or ~U
WIF7R\LY after a voiced T-form).

#3 CONSTRUCTION

Verb (T-form) + [FWIFEEBA
EBTEE->TIEWIFEFHTA, — You must not run in the corridor.

Plain form: Verb (T-form) + [EWF7%EWL
ZZICADTIEWITERW, — You mustn’'t come in here.

Spoken contractions: ~TlF > ~5% « ~Tld > ~U»
Bz 2DoWEp» WLk, — You mustn't tell lies.

The same frame asking permission: ~THWWTIH

EEZB>THVLWWTTH, — May | take a photo?

I3 EXAMPLES

Le LA &
CZTEEZR>TIWIERE Ao
You must not take photographs here.

e LwEs55n>5 I

% E PICBNTIRWIFREA,

You must not eat during class.

© zrEosrniFnng,

You can’t go home yet.

iEER NUANCES

» It speaks downward. Telling your manager N TIEWIFXE A is not “please don’t be late” — it is an instruction.
For anyone senior, use ~RWTL 2,

» The & is the topic particle, so it is pronounced “wa”: # &> TIFWIF £ A sounds like totte WA ikemasen.

» ~TIERD £BA is the stiffer written twin, found on notices and in legal text. ~TI&7Z& (or just 72&) is the
everyday spoken end of the same scale: £> 5 v 126).

» For a rule that applies to everyone rather than to the person in front of you, the plain ~T&WIF7%\L\ reads
better than the polite form. Signs use it for exactly that reason.

Y>TH&ES YOUR TURN

Write three library rules in Japanese with ~TI&WIF E£& A. Then rewrite one of them as something you
would actually say to a friend, using ~% » 726 — and notice how much the register changes.
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